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Abstract (300 words max.) 
(Framework) There is an extensive but isolated worldwide research in vernacular architecture. 
There are several groups working on understanding vernacular heritage, through descriptive 
analysis and classification, as well as its conservation and protection. Nevertheless, there is 
little research on how to approach vernacular architecture nowadays, in a rapidly changing 
context and how to relate it to contemporary and sustainable architecture. Moreover, how to 
approach it in today’s architecture education?  
 
(Background) Escola Superior Gallaecia (ESG) is a university school in Architecture, Ecology, 
Design and Art. It is located in the north of Portugal, near the border with Spain, in a semi-rural 
environment. The school’s research centre CI-ESG, has been dedicated to scientific research in 
earthen architecture, vernacular heritage, military heritage and sustainable architecture since 
2004. The school has work in different cooperation projects with municipalities and local 
community, both in Portugal and Spain, as well as in European and Iberian-American research 
projects. ESG has regularly contributed to the vernacular architecture field with publications, 
conferences, articles, workshops, networks and R&D projects (within scientific funding).  
 
(Research methods) Through an assessment and reflection on the accomplished results during 
the last years at ESG, authors intend to identify research strategies by linking methodologies 
and synergies between the Scientific Research at CI-ESG and the University Architecture 
teaching program at ESG. This is also possible by connecting traditional methods with 
technological innovation.  
 
(Paper objectives and contribution to knowledge) This paper presents education strategies 
towards a more responsible pedagogy and architecture curricula concerning vernacular 
heritage. Its contribution to knowledge intends to establish synergies and consistent strategies 
for cooperation, inevitable for profound, crossing and inclusive architecture education 
knowledge. 
 
(Note 1: Clarifications from the organising committee are in blue)  
(Note 2: The abstract was published at CIAV2012-ICOMOS proceedings (2012). Abu Dhabi: ADACH) 


